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WE 
he 


Squirrel say, 


Hello Friends, 

_, here's how to make sure 
‘i you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 


credit card. 

or PANIC! 
If you haven't got ON 1PA 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 
5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you're getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastem Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1994 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 
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Colour origination by Colourscan 
Overseas Pte Ltd 
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IN ISSUE 79 


TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 


This new, 13-part story tells 
how the animals came to 
leave Farthing Wood. 


ALL ABOUT...Walruses 

A thick layer of bluober 
keeps walruses warm in 
the freezing Arctic seas. 


CHRONICLE 9 

Mrs Rabbit has some garden 
tips — but for a flower that 

takes 150 years to bloom! 


GALLERY 
A riddle-me-ree to baffle 


your brain. 


CREDITS 


Kestrel went to find Fox to say that she had 
spotted a young vixen near the edge of the 
park. Friendly and Charmer offered to 

go and have a look. Ranger went along, too. 


They found the vixen by the stream. “I was 
looking for the Farthing Fox and Vixen,” 
ventured Whisper. “Who’s asking?” said 
Friendly. 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Make some nutritious nutty 
nibbles with the help of 
Squirrel — a big nut-eater. 


SECRET WORLD OF ... 

A beech wood 

Delicious oyster mushrooms 
grow in the gloom 
beneath the trees. 


PUZZLE IT OUT 

Lots of food fun this week, 
with a cook’s crossword 
and a yummy recipe. 


Photographs: Aquila Photographics Ltd (R Siegal) AA2, (B Speake) AA1; 
Ardea (London) Ltd (R J C Blewitt) AA3(tr); (J P Ferrero) FF2(bc); 

Bruce Coleman Ltd (N Tomalin) FF1-2; NHPA (Dr | Polunin) FF2(tc); 

OSF Ltd (M Hamblin) AA4(t), (B Walker) AA4(br); Still Pictures 


(Bios/A Fatras) AA3(bl); Zefa AA3—-4. 


Illustrations: Andy Cooke PIO1-4; Wayne Ford/Wildlife Art Agency AA2; 
Sally Kindberg DN1-3; Atholl McDonald HTD1-2; Denys Ovenden SW1-3; 
Clive Spong/Linden Artists FC, AA1, FF2. 

Key: AA = All About ...; Cll = Colour it in; DN = Discovering Nature; 

FF = Fascinating Facts; HTD = How to Draw; PIO = Puzzle it out; 


SW = Secret World. 


“Bold’s mate,” replied Whisper. “Oh, you’re 
welcome,” said Charmer, running up to her. 


Just then Adder slithered up, “I’ve got 
newsss ...” she said. “You can tell your father, 


“How is my brother?” Whisper told them what _I jussst killed Scarface.” Then she spotted 


had happened. “Mother and father must 


know,” said Charmer, “we’d better fetch them.” 


Ranger and decided to make herself scarce. 


Ranger and Charmer went to comfort Lady 


Blue down by the stream. “Ranger ... please, 
try to forgive Adder. Let it end here,” pleaded 


Charmer. 


On hearing of Scarface’s death, some of the 
animals had gathered by the stone circle to 
celebrate their good news and to cure Mr 
Rabbit’s hiccups. 


“The best cure for hiccups is to drop something 
cold on to the back of the neck,” said Speedy. 
“Nonsense,” replied Owl, “best thing is to hang 
him upside down.” Speedy held Rabbit upside 
down, but it didn’t cure his hiccups. 


Meanwhile, Whisper had gone with Charmer 
and Friendly to meet Bold’s parents outside 
their earth. “Where is Bold?” asked Vixen. 


as 


“Have you tried holding your breath and 
counting to a hundred?” asked Toad. Measly 
grabbed hold of Rabbit’s nose and started to 
count, “One, two, three ...” 


Whisper started to cry, “I left him at the 
park boundary to look for food, and when I 
came back, he’d gone,” she sobbed. “Please 
don’t make me go with you to find him, I 
couldn’t bear it.” 


“Ninety-five, ninety-six ...” Measly was still 
counting. But Rabbit couldn’t hold his breath 
a moment longer and the breath exploded out 
of him. Everyone laughed. 


Fox and Vixen arrived at the park’s boundary 
fence. Crow took them to Bold. “Mother, is 
that you?” asked Bold, weakly. 


COVEN 


“Yes,” replied Vixen, “and your father is here, “I’m sorry if I was hard on you,” gulped Fox. 
too.” “Hello, son,” said Fox. “I gather we’ve got “Will you forgive me? You’re the bravest fox I 
your cubs to look forward to soon! You son of __ ever met. I’m proud of you.” But Bold had 

a gun!” Bold nodded. breathed his last. 


Charmer and Ranger arrived, but were too “So,” replied Fox, “someone did the job for me. 
late. Before Fox could say anything, Charmer _ Ranger, do you still want Charmer to be your 
spoke, “Ranger has had his loss, too. Adder mate?” he asked. Ranger nodded. 

has killed his father.” 


/ meee 


“Well, who am I to stand in your way?” The future in White Deer Park began to look 
answered Fox. “Perhaps your union will more hopeful, but only because of Fox and his 
bring peace to both our families. friends, and the Oath of Farthing Wood. 


Next week, we begin the tale of why 
Farthing Wood came to be chopped down. 


All About... 


COOING AND COURTING 


| In spring, we males leave our shared winter a female, | try to persuade her to stay and mate 

} roosts to set up our own territories. That is when by bowing to her, while raising my tail and 

| you can hear us cooing loudly, especially in the fanning it out. Then, if she looks interested, | 
morning and evening. If another male pigeon vibrate my wings to point out the best nesting 

| starts to trespass, | chase him away, but if it’s site in my territory. 


66Co0-co000, coo-coo, coo! That's my | 
greeting call — have you ever heard it? You 
might have, if you live near woods or 
farmland where there are plenty of trees 
and copses. I’m Woodpigeon. Before there 
were human settlements in Britain, we | 
Woodpigeons had to survive on seeds, | 
nuts and berries. Many birds used to die | 
* each winter, when these natural foods | 
are scarce. But once you humans settled | 
down and started growing crops, my | 
ancestors discovered that there was a new (and | 

free!) supply of winter food, like turnips, kale and clover, 
and so they helped themselves. Now there are so many of 
us Woodpigeons that farmers see us as pests.99 


Whether you think of us as pests or not, you 
must admit we are rather handsome. We are 
large - about 40cm long - and plump, with a 
small head and beautiful feathers. The head 
and back feathers are grey, the breast ones 
pinkish purple, and we have a brilliant green 
and purple patch round the neck. One way you 
can tell us apart from other members of the 
pigeon family is by our white patch at the side 
of the neck and the white stripe on each wing. 

When we fly, we take off with a noisy clatter, 
throwing our wings back with fast beats. When 
we stretch out our wings to glide, you can see 
our white wing stripes clearly. 


Weasel’s Easel 


Our thick, heavy beaks allow us to feed on all sorts 
of foods, from grain, leaves, nuts and berries to 
insects and worms. In winter we flock together when 
we find a good feeding spot, and eat very fast 
towards the end of the day. We store the food ina 
pouch in our gullet called the crop. Then, as it gets 
1 dark, we fly to our shared roosting place in 
‘ the treetops and digest the stored food. ed and Turtle ) 
a ee ‘s 


All About... 


The pigeon family 


66Another pigeon you might see on 
farmland and woods, and also in parks 
and on cliffs, is the Stock pigeon. It is 
smaller than | am - about 33cm long - 
and is a dark, blue grey colour. It has 
two black bars and a black edge on 
each wing. It has a thinner beak than 
mine. Because it feeds mainly on 
seeds, there is less food available 
for it in winter. This is why there 

are far fewer Stock doves than 
Woodpigeons in the British Isles.99 


Stock doves use holes in trees or in cliffs 
for nests. Like us, they make a milky liquid 
in their crops from the grains and seeds 
they eat. When the chicks are first born, 
their parents feed them with this liquid. 
The parent birds open their beaks wide so 
that the chicks can get at their crops. As 
the chicks grow older, the parents start to 
feed them insects as well. 


CLIFF NESTERS 

The Rock dove is the rarest of Britain’s pigeons. It 
is bluish grey, with two black bands across each 
wing and a black band at the tip of the tail. It has a 
white ring at the base of the beak. It lives on sea 
cliffs in the north west of Britain and the north, 
west and south of Ireland. Rock doves never perch 
on trees or bushes. They make their nests in caves 
or on bare ledges on the cliff face. 


arrived in Britain in 1955. 
Soon it was breeding all 
round the British Isles, 
producing up to four or 
five breeds a year. 


Before 1930, Collared 
doves had never bred in 
western Europe. But once 
they started to move west, 
it spread very fast, and 


Hundreds of years ago, many people in Britain had 
dovecotes where they kept domesticated doves as an 
extra source of food. Some of these doves escaped 
and mated with Rock doves. Their descendants, which 
can be black, white, or variations of greyish blue, are 
the pigeons that you often see in cities and towns. 
They are called Feral pigeons and they use the ledges 
of buildings for nesting, in the same way that their 
ancestors still make use of cliff ledges. 


Turtle doves are summer visitors. They 

arrive, from Africa, in April and May and 
make their nests in woods and hedges 

in the south of England and sometimes 
in lreland. They make a lazy-sounding, 

purring call. 


How To Draw 
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| 4 START. {| 
| BEFORE YOU AWING 1 


ADD TWO 
UPSIDE DOWN 
‘V'S FOR THE 
EARS 


DRAW TWO 
‘TEAR-DROPS' 
FOR THE EYES 


OTe sting 


DRAW A 
SMALL OVAL 
FOR THE NOSE 


DRAW FOUR 
(a) LINES TO 
SHOW THE 
EAR-TIPS 
OUTLINE —— 
WHISPER’S 
EYEBROWS a 


AND EYES " | fc \ \ 
/ po 
les 
ROUGH UP THE FUR a! 
ROUND THE MUZZLE 


FINISH OFF 
WHISPER’S MOUTH 


Kind Whisper helped Bold to find food in 
the town when his bad leg stopped him 
hunting - without her, he might have 
starved. But is she so kind to make him 
travel all the way back to White Deer Park 
when he’s vowed never to return there? 


GIVE WHISPER 
SOME WHISKERS 


DRAW Your 
L 
UGHTLY so Lone 
DRAW A OvERIN RUB OUT 
CIRCLE FOR nai 
THE HEAD PPING ONES 


DRAW A LINE DOWN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE CIRCLE 


DRAW A SHORT 
CURVE ACROSS THE 
MIDDLE OF THE LINE 


DRAW TWO \ 
SMALL UPSIDE mae 


DOWN ‘V's | 


FOR THE 
INNER EARS 


{ 


DRAW A BIG ‘M’ | — rs 
TO OUTLINE tf 
THE MUZZLE =. Ps 
\ " 
OUTLINE 
WHISPER'S CHIN 
a al 


AND MOUTH 


SHADE IN 
THE TIPS OF 


| SHADE IN THE 


EYEBROWS 
SHAPE THE AND THE 
EYE SOCKETS PUPILS OF 

THE EYES 


SHADE IN 
THE NOSE 


DRAW TWO LINES 
FOR WHISPER’S NECK 


\ - 66You'may not think many animals live‘in cities and 
F towns, but at night, when the hustle and) bustle. of-the 
day has died down, we’re out and about, foraging for 
food under cover of darkness. In fact, cities ca be== 
great places to live and many:creatures;thriv 
: Office blocks and disused buildings provi 
roosting places for birds and bats. Gardens and 
wasteground are perfect for us mammals, and war 
houses ate bliss forymany. different creepy-craw / 
ere's.always plenty Of {o0d-and_shelter,.and, as 8 
werkeep out of sight during the day, we're quite: 
Vixen’s Challenge: moths’ 
bright light from the s 


Starlings are very sociable 
| birds, who love to do things 
| together. After breeding, 
|| they gather together in 
noisy flocks, often in 
i their thousands, 
{| andcome to 

| cities to roost 
because it is 
| warmer. 


Orb web spiders can nearly always 

be found round houses, particularly ~ 
4 on window frames. Their webs look 

q like targets and are used to trap insects. 
| If the spider is not hungry, it will poison 
| the insect, wrap it in silk and keep it for later. 
It takes about an hour to spin a complete web. 


Hedgehogs are Britain’s only spiny 
mammal. They are quite at home in small 
gardens, or on wasteground, as long as 
there is plenty of cover. They eat 4 
worms and insects, but they 
will also take food put out 
for them, especially a dish 
of cat or dog food. 


Long-eared bats, like 
other bats, use their 
hearing to navigate and 
track down food. They 
- make high-pitched 
sounds, which 
bounce back from 
any obstacle in their path, even 
tiny insects. These echoes tell 

f the bat where the object, or 

creature, is. Their huge ears make this system of 
echo location especially sensitive, so they can move 
in small spaces and thread their way through tree 
branches more easily than other bats. 


You can often find Old lady moths 
hiding behind curtains. They are —_ 
easily identified by the dull, a 
greyish brown pattern on their 
wings. Moths are the favourite 
prey of bats, but they often avoid 
capture thanks to their good ears 
at the base of their wings. These 
allow them to hear the high-pitched 
sounds the bat makes to track its 
prey, and escape in the nick of time. 


You should be able to spot six 
Old lady moths dancing round 
the street light. 


ay 


At night, a pet cat is transformed into 
a deadly hunter out on the prowl. Its 
eyes work well in even the dimmest 
light and its whiskers are amazingly 
sensitive, helping it to identify things it 
cannot see. It also has especially good 
hearing and sense of smell. 


Black rats are famous for spreading 


the plague in the 1300s. They are 
smaller than Brown rats and have 
large pink ears and long tails. They 
prefer to live in warm, sheltered 
buildings and are clever climbers, 
which is why they are often found in 
roofs and rafters. 


py. Y 


NIGHT 


Just as you humans are 

\ putting on your pyjamas, 

; ’'m preening my feathers 

- for a night’s hunting. As 
the sun goes down on 
your busy cities, the moon 
rises on a different world. 


Mysterious moon 
The moon travels with the Earth as it circles the sun. The sun 
shines on the moon, and we see the sunlight reflecting off it. 
People talk about the moon ‘waxing and waning’. Each night, 
the shape of the moon seems to change. These changes, or 
phases, happen because the sunlit part alters as the moon 
circles the earth. A waxing moon is seen from Earth getting 
bigger and brighter. When it’s waning, the moon seems to get 
smaller and dimmer. The moon’s full bol takes 291 days. 


 _—_— 
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WAXING 


sabia Natu nirogy 


| Time for bed ee 


SLEEPY STARLINGS 


Starlings roost in huge numbers — 


| sometimes hundreds of thousands. 


| They keep each other warm by their 
combined body heat. 


DIFFERENT NEEDS 
| The sloth sleeps for up to 20 
| hours a day, while the busy 
shrew hardly sleeps at all. 


FUSS-POTS 
Chimps make a fresh 

bed every night-they | 
never sleep in the same } 
nest twice, to avoid dirt | 
and being overrun by 


', YY fleas and other pests. 
Dae 
DON’T FORGET TO TURN a. 


An elephant can’t sleep Sei 
e 


on its side for long, 
or its insides 
get squashed. 


DOUBLE-BRAINED BIRD 
The flamingo often sleeps with 
one eye open. This may be 
so that the bird can keep cj 
one side of its brain 
awake while the other 
sleeps, letting the 
flamingo rest and 
watch for predators 
at the same time. 


TWILIGNT TORCH 


Make a bedside lamp with a night-time scene. 


You will need: 

bicycle light, pea sticks (from a garden centre), 
craft knife, tissue paper, thin card, sticky tape, 
glue, pin, black felt tip, scissors. 


2 Tape three longer 
sticks (about 23cm) 
into each corner of 
the triangle. Tape 
them in place where 
they meet at the top. 


v 


1 Ask a grown-up to cut a 
pea stick into three equal 
lengths of about 15cm. 
Tape them together into 

a triangle. 


3 Put a line of glue down the 
‘upright sticks and cover the whole 
framework in coloured tissue paper. 


a Use our templates to cut 
some spooky shapes out of thin 
card. Colour them in with a black 
pen and glue them carefully on 
to the tissue paper. 


q <= = = : 
} | 
BARK BIRD 
Use bits of old bark to make this picture of the \ 
best-known night-time bird, the owl. | 


| You will need: 
| pieces of bark, card, glue, pencil, scissors. 


1 | Collect some pieces of bark from the ground — | 
\ not off a tree — when you’re next out on a walk. Try 
‘and collect different types of bark. Cut the bark 


into small pieces when you get home. 4 Prick a few holes in 


the tissue paper with a 
2 Draw the outline of an owl 31 you find any feathers pin for stars. 
on a piece of thin card. Dab lying around, use them to 
some glue on the owl and fill __ finish off your owl. Use 

in the outline with pieces of tiny bits of black gravel 
bart, filling in small for the eyes. 

areas at a time. 


§ Put a bicycle lamp 
under the frame and 
switch it on to see your 
dusky scene come to 
life. Turn it off before 
you go to sleep. 


Squirrel says “ |} 

Make sure the bicycle 
lamp doesn’t touch 

the tissue paper. 


WES 
GRANGING VIEWS 


You will need: 

two large empty matchboxes, craft knife, 
coloured plastic (from carrier bags), sticky 
tape, felt tips, glue. 


3 Take one of the trays and 
carefully cut off one long side. 


2 Cut two pieces of plastic from carrier 
bags. One should be a light colour, like 
blue or yellow, and the other should be 
red or brown. Tape a different colour 
plastic over each of the large rectangles. 


q Take out the trays from the matchboxes. 


and a smaller one on a long side. 
Tape the two boxes together, 
lengthways. 


4 Draw a countryside or 
beach scene on this 
piece of card, and colour 
it in. Stick it back inside 
the tray, as shown. 


§ If you hold the boxes up 
to a light and slide the tray from 
one side to the other, you'll go from night 
to day and day to night in no time at all. 


t to sleep at night, especially if it’s 
m with a brother or sister, here are 
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Puzzle it ouf eae 


») and took them to the race-course. One of the —_ round — they obviously did not know they were 
S iP mice yelled “Go!” and each mouse put its snail in a race. At last, the eldest sister’s snail 
at the start of the track and watched. reached the end. All the Fieldmice breathed 


“What shall we do today?” the eldest “I know,” he cried. “Let’s have a snail race!” It took ages. They could hear their mother sighs of relief, then rushed into the nest for tea. 
‘ 3 fi : * 3 . i ‘1 - ” . 
Fieldmouse asked his brothers and sisters. The Fieldmice rushed outside. They made a calling them in o tea from the nest. “Just wait What took you so long?” asked their 
He looked outside the nest and gazed at race-course, marking the tracks with rows of a minute, mum!” they replied. mother. Anyone would think you were snails, 
The snails kept stopping and trying to turn not mice! 


some snails munching leaves. pebbles. Then, carefully, they picked up the snails 


How MANY SHEWS 
ARE THERE IN THE 


SNAIL TRAILS 
Which mouse 
is racing which 
snail? And 
whose snail 
— - dé f won the race? 


ca) OW Do SNAILS KEEP 
an fp ye SHELLS SHINY? 
( N 


02 (Don't Know} 


< 
OG ( “ex 


C& 


WHAT’S IT WORTH? 
Each type of minibeast is worth a different 
number of points. If you add up the numbers 
across and down they make the totals at the 
side and bottom. How much is each minibeast 
worth. Which one is missing from the top line? 


| SIMILAR SNAILS 
Which two of these snails are the same? 


Puzzle it ouf 222 


SNAIL SHELL 

Read the clues and fill in the snail shell. 
The last letter of one word is the first letter 
of the next word. 


1 What do you do when you sleep? 

2 An insect that likes flying round lights 
in the dark. 

3 What is a man who stalks and shoots 
animals called? 

4 What sort of of animal is a crocodile, 
or a snake? 

5 An animal with a trunk. 

6 What you dry yourself with. 

7 Asweet on the end of a stick. 

8 A black and white bird that can’t fly. 
9 The eleventh month. 

10 A bird with a red breast. 
11 What do you call 3, 28, 67, etc? 
12 A slow minibeast with a shell. 
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Have you ever played 
THE SNAIL’S RACE? 


This is a good game to play after you’ve 
played something really energetic. You need 
at least two players and a grown up to judge. 
The aim of the game is to come last not first! 
Everyone lines up and starts together. 
Everyone has to keep moving forwards, 
however slowly. Players who stop or move 
backwards are out. (It’s important to have a 
judge to watch you.) Moving slowly is harder 
than it sounds — just try! 


y ae 

. You will need 
- 200g sieved plain 
‘ea Ng knife, bowl, 
I. 100g caster sugar, 


~~ @ Roll out the 
- biscuit dough ona Wp 

lightly floured surface, until 
it is about as thick as a pencil. 


" a beaten egg, rolling 
pin, 1tsp ground 
ginger, wooden spoon, — 
{c) Eitan aoe a: Preheat the oven to 150°C/350°F/Gas Mk 4. 
; Mix the margarine and sugar in a bow! until 
creamy. Stir in the egg and flour, so the mixture 
forms a ball. 


Squirrel says 
Ask an adult to 

help you use 
the oven. A, 


@ Carefully §$ Once the biscuits are 

template from card. Put it on the lay the biscuits ona cold, use anicingpento 

mixture. Ask an adult to help you cut round , baking tray, and bake in the oven draw on a shell pattern. Add 

it with a knife. Repeat, to use all the dough. i for 15 minutes. Let them cool down for a_ bits of angelica for antennae. 
few minutes, then put them on a wire rack. 
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3 Cut out a snail 


«pv BOX OFFER! 


Don’t lose your Farthing Wood Friends! — 
Keep ee safe i in this smart Tidy Box. 


Farthing Wood Friends 
builds up into a 
fascinating nature 
series that you'll want 
fo refer to again and 
again, both for school 
| and to enjoy the 
age = adventures of the 
animals. 


To make sure the 
magazines stay in 
pertect condition and 
don't get lost, we 
have designed these 
colourful Tidy Boxes. 


See the inside front cover of this issue 
for details of how to order yours. 


